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germs to rise from carpets, furniture, clothing, etc., into the air. 

(/). Saturation of the air with aqueous vapor is not to be relied 
upon as a means of depriving the atmosphere of the germs suspended 
in it It does, however, to a limited extent, accelerate their disap¬ 
pearance. 

In consideration of these conclusions Stem feels justified in recom¬ 
mending as a means of disinfecting rooms which have been occupied 
by persons suffering from infectious diseases, that as soon as the pa¬ 
tient has been removed, the room be closed and allowed to remain so 
for at least 24 hours, after which it is to be quietly entered and floors, 
wall surfaces and furniture mopped with cloths saturated in corrosive 
sublimate 1-1000. Under no consideration is dusting to be coun¬ 
tenanced .—Johns Hpkins Hospital Bull ., 1SS9, December, from 
Zeitschriftf. Hygiene , bd. 7, hft. 1. 

II. Upon Catgut Infection. By Dr. C. Brunner (Zurich). 
The essayist, in opening the discussion upon this subject before the 
Sixty-second Congress of German Naturalists and Physicians at 
Heidelberg, quoted the published observations and reports obtained 
from private correspondence of Zweiffel, v. Volkmann, Kocher, Neuber, 
Socin, v. Mosetig, Kappeler and HafTter. The observations of all of 
these surgeons were carried on with carbolized catgut, with the sole 
exception of Kocher, who, in addition, claimed disturbances of the 
course of wound healing, attributable to the failure of both juniper oil 
and corrosive sublimate, in the sterilization of catgut. 

In the experimental portion of his work the author of the paper at 
first tested the condition of catgut derived from manufacturing 
sources, and found that of these specimens those prepared in subli¬ 
mate solutions, as well as by Reverdin’s dry heat process, were found 
to be completely sterile, while those prepared with carbolic acid, 
chromic acid and juniper oil, on the contrary, were capable of serving as 
means of successful cultivation of both spores and bacteria; among 
these were observed a non-pathogenic bacillus, which Brunner was not 
able to identify as belonging to any of the hitherto described forms. 

Further the experiments were carried on with the view of determin- 
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ing the efficiency of the different methods in use for the disinfection of 
unprepared catgut derived from a known infected source (the small 
intestine of splenic rabbits) with the following results: 

r. After six hours exposure to a 1-1000 solution of mercuric 
chlo’ride, absolute freedom from susceptibility to germ culture was’es- 
tablished. 

2. After two hours exposure to dry heat (140 C.) the catgut became 
absolutely sterile. 

3. After thirty-six hours’ exposure to juniper oil, the great majority 
of cultures showed numerous colonies. 

4. Preservation in carbolic oil (20-100) after twelve days resulted in 
a germless condition of the catgut in each instance. 

In the discussion which followed, Morian, ol Essen, uttered a warn¬ 
ing against accepting as proof of the complete sterilization of catgut, 
the failures to produce cultures therefrom upon artificial pabulum. 
The animal organism itself offers more favorable conditions for the 
development of pathogenic germs. He had conducted some experi¬ 
ments with the view of determining some of the questions advanced by 
the reader of the paper and had succeeded in producing anthrxx in 
mice and rabbits by means of catgut previously infected, and then pre¬ 
sumably disinfected as shown by failure of the cultivation tests upon 
artificial pabulum.— Cm tbit. f. C/iirg., 1SS9, No. 49. 

George R. Fowler (Brooklyn). 

III. Bromide of Ethyl as a General Anaesthetic in Den¬ 
tal Surgery. By Dr. Ivan N. Drakin (Kharkov, Russia.) The 
writer highly recommends bromide of ethyl as a general anesthetic, 
eminently suitable for all dental operations of under 15 minutes' dura¬ 
tion, the recommendation being based on 200 cases of his own. The 
substance may be administered from an ordinary inhalatory mask. An 
average dose necessary for producing narcosis amounts to half an 
ounce, a complete anaesthesia ensuing within a minute and lasting about 
15 minutes. Di. Drakin claims the following essential advantages for 
bromide of ethyl in comparison with chloroform and nitrous oxide. 1. 
While paralyzing pathic sensibility, the bromide leavts tactile one in¬ 
tact and does not affect consciousness to any considerable degree 



